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Louisiana has its wonders- from rookeries to river basins, there is no denying that some of the most 

picturesque natural areas in the country can be found right here in our state. With some 28 million 

people who visit Louisiana yearly, you can bet that they would agree, Louisiana has some outdoor 

places that shouldn’t be missed for its splendor and for its natural beauty. Here’s a quick tour of the 

state’s top seven natural wonders -  well worth the time to see and experience. 

1. Avery Island 

Best known for Tabasco sauce, but before the Avery family settled there in the 1830s, Native Americans had been using the natural 

resources from the salt dome on the island for years. The Indians would boil down the spring water to extract the salt which they 

would then trade to other tribes. Tours of the Tabasco factory and museum are quite an adventure. Learn the history of that famous 

red bottle, and visit the Jungle Gardens, a 170-acre garden and bird sanctuary. 

2. Atchafalaya Basin 

At almost one million acres, the Atchafalaya Basin is the nation's largest river swamp, stretching through eight parishes. This unique 

and massive ecosystem with hundreds of fish, birds, gators, and other wildlife is a natural wonderland. Over 10 million pounds of 

crawfish is harvested every year from the basin. 

3. Seven Sisters Oak Tree 

The Seven Sisters Oak tree is the largest certified oak tree in the country. The trunk clocks in at almost 40 feet in circumference, and 

it's estimated to be up to 1,500 years old! It got its name by a previous owner, Carole Hendry Doby, who was one of seven sisters. 

The tree is located on private property in Mandeville, but it can be seen from the street. 

4. Barataria Preserve 

The preserve has 23,000 acres of bayous, swamps, and marshes to explore with over 200 species of birds and other wildlife known 

to inhabit the area. Boardwalk trails offer a truly scenic route through the preserve, giving you a glimpse of nature you wouldn't be 

able to explore otherwise. It is located off Barataria Blvd in Marrero. 

5. Kisatchie National Forest 

The only National Forest in Louisiana, Kisatchie is about 604,000 

acres and spans multiple parishes. There are several trails for 

backpackers and hiking, ranging from half a mile up to 30 miles so 

there's a trail for everyone. The forest is alluring – innately a place 

for bird watching, canoeing, camping, fishing, hunting, and 

swimming. 

6. Lake Martin 

Just outside of Breaux Bridge you'll find Lake Martin, an 

ecosystem full of native flora and fauna. Drive down Rookery 

Road and you'll see the lake's natural rookery, where thousands of 

birds migrate to each year. Lake Martin is also home to a variety of 

alligators, snakes, turtles, frogs, and nutria. Keep an eye peeled for 

gators and see some of the wildlife that comes in all sizes. 

7. Breton National Wildlife Refuge 

Established in 1904, Breton NWR is the second oldest refuge in the 

National Wildlife Refuge System. The refuge provides sanctuary for nesting and wintering seabirds and its sandy beach provides 

habitat for a variety of wildlife species. Breton NWR includes Breton Island and all of the Chandeleur Islands in St. Bernard and 

Plaquemine parishes. Visitors not only love the scenery but the fishing is incredible as well.  

Photo:  Kayaking in Lake Martin, La. Office of Tourism. 



LA SAFE: Focusing on Six Parishes for Strategies to Adapt to Coastal Changes 

DNR OC Injection and Mining  

Hard Hats & Safety Gear  

Ready for Inspection 

LA SAFE is a strategic movement created to confront the coastal crisis in Louisiana and provide 

local residents with accessible resources and information needed to properly adapt to the emerging 

changes. As the foundation of our state's resilience and adaptation efforts, LA SAFE is  working 

diligently, alongside residents, to challenge land loss, co-design resilience plans, grow a more 

scaled understanding of coastal issues and meet the needs of targeted parishes. Those parishes are 

Jefferson, Lafourche, Plaquemines, St. John the Baptist, St. Tammany and Terrebonne. 

The LA SAFE initiative is funded through a HUD long-term disaster recovery grant, and ties back to those parishes most impacted 

by Hurricane Isaac in 2012. Therefore, the program’s money must go to those qualifying parishes as a regulatory matter; however, it 

is a goal of the LA SAFE program to secure additional resources and expand the program statewide in the future. 

Several community meetings were held in March and April hosted by the Louisiana Office of Community Development's Disaster 

Recovery Unit, in partnership with the Foundation for Louisiana's Coastal Resilience Leverage Fund and the elected leadership of 

each parish.   

LA SAFE motto - Working together for community resilience, economic prosperity and a better quality of life for all in Louisiana. 

Read the LA Safe report to learn more: http://www.doa.la.gov/OCDDRU/NDRC/LASAFE_Report_Final.pdf 

Innophos is located in Geismar, La. and is a company that makes 

food-grade phosphoric acid for products like beverages, baking 

soda, and toothpaste. Innophos began manufacturing in the late 

1990’s in Louisiana and sells its products across the globe. The 

company has been permitted and is currently constructing two 

injection wells.  

Leading the team for a day of inspection at the company’s 

facility on River Road from the DNR Office of Conservation’s 

Injection and Mining division are (right to left) Jeffrey Miller, 

Petroleum Analyst, along with Kay Hampton, Petroleum 

Analyst,  Melissa Ashour, Geologist, Corey Shircliff, Geologist, and Angela Howard, Engineer. 

DNR OC Pipeline Safety—Spring Inspection 

A company operator shows Commissioner of Conservation Richard Ieyoub and Pipe-

line Safety Division Director Steven Giambrone a new 16” pipeline, which is one of 

two-  once constructed, inspected, and in service, will provide natural gas to ExxonMo-

bil's Refinery. The pipeline is located in Port Allen.  

The staff of  Conservation’s Pipeline division include the following- 

Pipeline Safety Southern Section Manager Mark Browning, Conservation Program 

Manager Mark Champagne, and Conservation Enforcement Specialists (CES) Dru In-

gram, Sarah Kreitzer, and Melvin Stewart.  

Also Conservation Program Manager Wayne Leger and CES Troy Laurent and Sarah 

Templet. Pipeline Safety Northern Section Manager Andrew Wascom, Conservation 

Program Manager Ronald Day, and CES David Burket and Suzanne Laird.  

Conservation Program Manager (NW) James Burns, and CES Jason Cole and Taylor 

Thomas.  

Pipeline division Engineers are Rebekah Clarke, Austin Pasch, Thien Le and Jacques 

Rotolo. 

http://www.doa.la.gov/OCDDRU/NDRC/LASAFE_Report_Final.pdf


Volume 1, Issue 2 A Message from DNR Secretary Tom Harris 

I recently had the opportunity to participate in a Leaders Against Litter event 

hosted by Keep Louisiana Beautiful, and wanted to share some of the message 

presented with all of you. Throughout my time in state government, both my 

years at DEQ and later at DNR, the work has been focused on protecting the 

environment for the people of the state of Louisiana. And while we all know the 

critical role played by environmental regulation in ensuring that standards are 

maintained for business and industry to minimize threats to the environment, it is 

important to remember that every man, woman and child can be involved in the 

effort to be good stewards of our land, our communities and our cities.  

Clean communities have a better chance of attracting businesses, enticing new 

residents and bringing both new and returning tourists. We should all stay alert to 

what we can to control the waste that we generate in our everyday lives, what we 

can do to make sure we dispose of that waste properly and what we can do to 

help clean up the litter that has already gotten out onto our lands and into our 

waters. So while you continue the work of supporting DNR’s mission of 

balancing the needs of economic growth and environmental protection, remember also to do your part when away 

from the office to spread the message to Keep Louisiana Beautiful. 

Secretary Harris is shown signing a pledge poster during the Leaders Against Litter day at the Capitol held in March.  

Louisiana Earth Day — www.laearthday.org is held every April in Baton Rouge. The event brings 

together environmentally focused groups, corporations and individuals in a common goal to preserve, pro-
tect and improve our environment through education and celebration. Don’t miss the experience this year 

at the Baton Rouge Zoo's Party for the Planet. Saturday, APRIL 22 from 9:30 am to 5 pm 

Going Green means adopting a lifestyle that reduces consumption of the Earth’s natural resources. It 

means concentrating on energy-efficient, non-polluting, healthy living. It means taking environmen-

tal stewardship into our own hands to secure a sustainable community. It means conserving  energy, 

improving air and water quality, reducing  and recycling solid waste and reducing  greenhouse gas 

emissions. Going Green means practicing conservation every day at home and at work. It means buying locally. By doing so we 

preserve our beautiful planet, save valuable resources and reduce our bottom line. Energy Conservation means using less energy 

to help lower operating costs for energy derived from natural resources and to reduce pollution.  

Renewable, earth-friendly, green energy power sources include solar, wind, hydroelectric, geothermal, tidal and biomass. The 

more green power we use, the less fossil fuels we need to generate electricity. Buying green power from a utility is one of the 

easiest ways to use renewable energy without having to invest in equipment. Developing these types of alternative energy sources 

will keep millions of dollars in the United States and create more jobs. 

This April, the weather forecasters with the Colorado State University Department of Atmospheric Science have predicted that a 

total of 11 named storms, four hurricanes and two major hurricanes are expected this season over the Atlantic region. Additional-

ly,  the Colorado State team has reported a weak to moderate El Nino effect this year. The experts noted that even though the fore-

cast is for a below-average hurricane season, citizens should still be prepared – having essential supplies, being ready with an 

evacuation plan, protecting homes, property and pets. 

In Louisiana, the Get A Game Plan www.getagameplan.org is the best source of information and instruction for emergency pre-

paredness. In fact, the latest tool, the Get A Game Plan App is now available through this state government website designed for 

all citizens to use. 

Individuals will also find on this important resource website, the La. Emergency Preparedness Guide which is available for easy 

download. The guides were developed by the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) 

and are intended for the Greater New Orleans, Lafayette, and Lake Charles citizens who can use the maps and contra-flow routes 

to evacuate when disasters threaten the coastal areas. 

 

2017 Hurricane Season Prediction & Storm names to include Arlene, Bret, Cindy 

DNR OC Pipeline Safety—Spring Inspection 

http://www.getagameplan.org


 

Commendation letter for Conservation’s Patricia Wells— Job Well Done 

Sometimes when you least expect it – a smile, a thank you, a pat-on-the-back, or a note of appreciation 

can truly make your day! Thank you, Patricia Wells, for a job well done. 

DNR Office of Conservation salutes Mineral Production Supervisor Patricia Wells, who has six years of 

state service. She works in the Engineering division’s Well File section and is a great example of some-

one who delivers quality public service to the citizens we serve each day on the job. The office recently 

received this letter of gratitude to Patricia for her assistance with well records and using the SONRIS data 

system. 

“I would like to take this opportunity to commend one of your employees, Patricia Wells, for the out-

standing job she does for the Conservation Department.  Twice a year I fret over the semi-annual filings 

that must be completed for our organization.  I never received formal training on how to do this task so I’ve gotten my lessons from 

the many errors I have made and a few notes scribbled from predecessors.  When I had the good fortune of working with Patricia, 

I saw my luck had changed.  Patricia performs her job in a professional manner yet adds the tenderness, compassion and patience 

that cannot be taught.  She is gifted with the ability to help others and was able to get me to understand the functions of the SON-

RIS system that I needed to perform my job more efficiently and accurately.  Her integrity and commitment to reporting practices 

for outside companies is to be commended.  I have worked alongside many people in my 30+ years of experience.  But never have I 

felt more comfortable with someone that I have never met personally.   She has never pushed her authority or led me to believe I 

was incapable of performing my responsibility of reporting.  I may not remember many of the people I’ve worked with throughout 

the years, but I will never forget Ms. Wells and the dedication she commits to her job.  She has helped me do my job better and I 

am sincerely grateful for her.  The State of Louisiana employee system, and especially the Department of Natural Resources, is 

truly blessed to have her on their team.”  

                    -Sylvia L. Conques, Offshore Production Engineering Tech, Fieldwood Energy, Lafayette, La. 

International visitors meet with DNR and DEQ  leaders on topic of government accountability   
On March 13, nine visiting dignitaries with a U.S. State Department Leadership program were briefed by Commissioner of Con-

servation Richard Ieyoub, Asst. Commissioner Gary Ross, and Engineering Director Brent Campbell as they learned about the 

state’s regulatory program, highlighting public accountability and public safety. DEQ Secretary Chuck Brown also spoke to the 

visitors during their meeting at DNR headquarters.  

According to the New Orleans Citizen Diplomacy Council who coordinates scheduling for the leadership program – the Europe 

and Eurasia group also traveled to Virginia and California as part of their project. The participants were from the countries of Bos-

nia, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Hungary, Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Ukraine. 

Louisiana's 2017 Coastal Master Plan goes before the legislature in a few weeks for approval of the largest 

ecosystem restoration program ever undertaken in the U.S. According to a recent article in the America's 

WETLAND Foundation  newsletter, our lawmakers  and  everyone living in Louisiana have good reason for  

supporting the plan. Our coast is essential to our nation’s economy, it supports a majority of jobs in our state 

and helps finance aspects of our state budget. 

Read more at www.americaswetland.com and  http://coastal.la.gov/ 

 

 

 

Call to Support a Secure Future by America’s Wetland Foundation 

http://www.americaswetland.com
http://coastal.la.gov/our-plan/
http://coastal.la.gov/our-plan/


Commendation letter for Conservation’s Patricia Wells— Job Well Done 

Welcome to Brian Bankston, who recently joined the Office of Technology Services as the Agency Relationship Manager 

assigned to DNR. Brian has over 25 years of experience in the Information Technology field, primarily with Jacobs 

Engineering where he served in various management roles over the last 21 years supporting locations in the United States and 

abroad. He and his wife, Kelly, have a son who is a junior at LSU and a daughter who is a senior at St. Michael High School. 

Brian is an graduate of LSU and his favorite pastime is attending LSU football games.  

 

Twins Shaunda and Sharron Allement 

have been giving and heartwalking for 

years. And this year was no exception – 

“we couldn’t have asked for a more 

perfect morning,” Shaunda said as they 

entered the starting line joining thousands 

of other walkers who wouldn’t miss the 

fun, the exercise, or the purpose. The 

sisters who have worked for the 

department for over ten years believe 

deeply in the cause and want others to 

know the importance of living healthy. 

They said they want to see the AHA goal 

achieved which is to reduce heart disease 

and stroke deaths by 20 percent in 2020. 

Shaunda has worked in the Office of 

Mineral Resources since 2001, while 

Sharron, who is a Production Specialist 

for the Office of Conservation began 

working in 2003. 

“This is another way, we can feel closer 

to our dear mother who we loss in March 

of 2012 – we have wonderful memories 

but we miss her dearly,” Shaunda said. 

The walk was held on April 8th on the 

LSU campus. According to DNR Team 

Captain Phyllis Darensbourg, 

contributions were over six hundred 

dollars at the time of the walk but the tally 

for the year is not yet complete. Thanks to 

all the generous people of the 

agency, their families and friends. 

  

 

Brian Bankston Joins DNR as OTS Agency Relationship Manager 

Shaunda and Sharron Allement high-steppers at Capital Area Heart Walk for 2017  

Allement  sisters at finish line for this 

year’s American Heart Association’s 

Heart Walk event in Baton Rouge. 

DNR Undersecretary Beverly Hodges and Human Resources Director Rikki David have begun preparation for saluting employ-

ees for the hard work and dedication they provide year after year. The employee appreciation day event is scheduled for May 

11 and  will include the presentation of Service Certificates for employees with continuous service to the department. 

 

Another All-Star Salute for Employees to be held during Recognition Week—May 8-12 

Office of Mineral Resources— Upcoming Lease Sale Dates 

April 12            May 10             June  14            July 12 

Upcoming Event:  OMR Geologist Jason Talbot and OC Shreveport District Office Petroleum Analyst Patrick Raley are featured 

speakers at the National Association of Royalty Owners (NARO Louisiana) conference in Shreveport to be held April 24-25. 

NARO President Paul Vallhonrat said the conference program includes a variety of current topics such as Changes in National 

Energy Policy, The World Wants our Gas: LNG exports, and Evolution of the Mineral Lease,  just to note a few.  


